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In statements last week before the annual conference of the UN Commission on Human Rights
in Geneva, the Minnesota Lawyers International Human Rights Committee said that thousands
of neglected and exploited children in Haiti roam the streets with little access to government
protection. In a report prepared after a December visit to Haiti, the Minnesota group said that
many unregulated orphanages are "merely warehouses in which malnourished children are kept
in prison-like conditions, are physically abused and sometimes sold into `adoption.'" The report
said Haiti has no juvenile court system, continues to imprison children under age 16 in adult jails,
and that arbitrary arrest and detention of street children are extremely common. In another study, a
French judge appointed by the UN reported "continued deterioration" in the Haitian human rights
situation and "no reason to hope for a lasting change to democracy." (Basic data from Miami Herald,
03/09/89)
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